inoculum and, secondly, to show the sensitivity of isolated colonies. The disc should not be less than 15 mm. from the edge of the plate, as there appears to be a reflection wave effect from the edge of the plate which gives inaccurate zoning. The discs cannot be used on penicillinase plates ; in cases treated with penicillin a primary isolation of bacteria has to be made before discs can be used for testing their sensitivity.
Dried Penicillin Discs Method of Preparation.--Using "No. 633 Hayle Mills" blotting-paper, discs are cut out with a 9 mm. cork borer, and are then separated out in a large size petri dish and sterilized in a hot air oven. Each disc is then impregnated with 1 drop (0.02 ml.) of a freshly made solution of 1,000 units penicillin per ml. using a 50-dropper pipette. The discs are dried in an incubator for two hours with the lid of the petri dish slightly open. Any moisture forming in the lid of the petri dish is removed with sterile filter paper and the discs are then stored in the refrigerator. Summary A description is given of a method of determining the sensitivities of bacteria to the antibiotics by means of impregnated and dried blotting-paper discs. The method aims at standardizing the interpretation of this disc method and is for use in a routine laboratory, the discs being applied to the plates that have been sown direct with the material under investigation.
A zone of inhibition is given which is related to the concentration of the antibiotic necessary to inhibit growth. Measurement of the zones is a fairly accurate guide to the sensitivity of the orgamism, and therefore to the adequacy of the antibiotic dosage.
The discs are easily prepared and dried, convenient to handle, being immediately ready for use, and can be stored without loss of potency within a known period of time.
I should like to thank Drs. Stokes and Schwabacher, in whose laboratories this work was originally done. I should also like to thank Dr. Jones for his assistance. group.bmj.com on June 16, 2017 -Published by http://jcp.bmj.com/ Downloaded from step in any technique is carefully explained. The book will without doubt become a standard manual, but it will probably have to grow in size, as it becomes necessary to provide alternative methods for the more enquiring and this will undoubtedly enhance its value.
A. GORDON SIGNY.
Jordan-Burrows Textbook of Bacteriology. (May, 1950) . At the bottom of the section on eosinophil counts appear the words 'total count multiplied by 0.625.' This should read 'total count multiplied by 100 ' " Dr. B. A. Thompson writes: " Further to my paper ' Dried Disc Technique for Determining Sensitivity to the Antibiotics' published in the May issue, I regret to say that I was misinformed on the name of the filter paper I used. The paper used was Postlip Mills No. 633 filter paper or Green's No. 401 filter paper."
